MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION
ETOWAH COUNTY
April 1, 2025


[bookmark: _Hlk192583195]Commissioner Joey Statum called the Commission Meeting to order on the 1st Day of April, 2025 at 9:00 am and Commissioner Johnny Grant, asked the Prayer and led the Pledge to the Flag.   

CALL OF ROLL TO ESTABLISH A QUORUM:  The following 6 out of 6 Commission members were at the meeting and accordingly a quorum was present:
	
		District 1 – Joey Statum			District 4 – Tim Ramsey
		District 2 – Johnny Grant			District 5 – Jeffery Washington
		District 3 – Jamie Grant			District 6 – Craig Inzer Jr.

		

PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS: 

Dr. Lana Bellew spoke to the commission today about the grants they wrote through the County Commission. The HYPE Program, MHAPS Program and Fatherhood Initiative Program thru the Children’s Trust Fund Grants. HYPE Program, heling youngsters through parenting education, gets referrals from DHR and other community agencies. They are required to have 75 clients by the end of September, they have already assisted 46.  MHAPS, Mental Health Advocacy for Parents, get referrals from the school districts and other agencies. They are required to have 70 clients by the end of September, currently they have already helped 51. Mr. Reddick through The Fatherhood Initiative is supposed to help 25 by the end of September, he has already helped 21. These grants are very successful. Last year they met 130% of their goal but it looks like this year they will exceed that. Dr Bellew appreciates for allowing them to write the grants through the county commission. April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and their event this year is Light up the City. Rainbow City, Attalla and other municipalities will light up portions of roads with blue light lights to signify Child Abuse Prevention Month.  
Scott Hassell is appreciative of the programs they offer.  It is so convenient to refer someone to their program since their offices are also in the courthouse. To support them he pledges to purchase 300 lightbulbs and he challenges the Commissioners to do the same.  They plan to give the lightbulbs to those who cannot afford them.  

Tina with Greater Gadsden Tourism was here today.  We have a lot of events going on right now in the county.  Their monthly e-newsletter is sent out to thousands of visitors and a weekly update for all their lodging partners (campgrounds, hotels) with events. 

Upon motion of Commissioner Inzer, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members voting “yes”, the following resolution was adopted:  

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following item was approved: 

To recess in order to have a Work Session at 9:14 am. 

[bookmark: _Hlk174362781]PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1st DAY OF APRIL, 2025.

Upon motion of Commissioner Ramsey, seconded by Commissioner Johnny Grant, with all other members voting “yes”, the following resolution was adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following item was approved: 

To call the Etowah County Commission Meeting back to order at 9:50 am.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1st DAY OF APRIL, 2025.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Upon motion of Commissioner Jamie Grant, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolution was passed and adopted: 

CONSENT AGENDA:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following items on the Consent Agenda were approved as presented:  

CONSENT AGENDA: All items designated as “Consent” are considered to be routine and non-controversial and will be approved by one motion.  No separate discussion of these items will be permitted unless a commissioner so requests.  If so, such item(s) will revert to New Business.

A. [bookmark: _Hlk182831826]That the minutes of the Regular Meeting(s) dated March 18, 2025 of the Etowah County Commission be, and the same are hereby, approved as written.
B. The proposed Agenda for April 1, 2025. 
C. To approve the request of Gracie Griggs, Animal Shelter Manager, to promote Chris Dotson to Animal Control Officer, effective April 2, 2025.  This is a promotion and replacement to be paid from the Animal Control / Shelter General Fund, at an hourly rate of $15.36.  
D. To approve the request of Robert Nail, County Engineer, to hire Trevor Johnson as a Heavy Equipment Operator, effective April 7, 2025. This is a promotion and replacement to be paid from the Gas Tax Fund, at an hourly rate of $17.37.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1st DAY OF APRIL, 2025.

NEW BUSINESS:  

A motion was made by Commissioner Jamie Grant, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolution was passed and adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following resolutions were passed and adopted:

To approve the new and unclassified job position of Assistant Shelter Manager and Animal Control Officer, as previously approved by the Etowah County Personnel Board. This change will be funded using an existing, vacant position, so the total number of full-time positions will not increase. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1st DAY OF APRIL, 2025.

A motion was made by Commissioner Jamie Grant, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolution was passed and adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following resolutions were passed and adopted:

To approve the request of Gracie Griggs, Shelter Manager, to hire Ricky Williams as Assistant Shelter Manager and Animal Control Officer, effective April 7, 2025. This new position is to be paid from the Animal Control/ Shelter General Fund, at an hourly rate of $21.00.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1st DAY OF APRIL, 2025.

A motion was made by Commissioner Inzer, seconded by Commissioner Jamie Grant, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolution was passed and adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following resolutions were passed and adopted:

To approve the request of Jonathon Horton, Sheriff, to grant approval for Markia Calloway, Detention Deputy in the Office of the Sheriff to receive PTO donations. This employee has met the eligibility requirement under the program guidelines. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1st DAY OF APRIL, 2025

A motion was made by Commissioner Jamie Grant, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolution was passed and adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following resolutions were passed and adopted:

To approve the funding agreement between ALDOT and Etowah County for the ATRIP II Project entitled Intersection Improvements on US-431 at Sand Valley Road and Duck Springs Road, and to authorize the Commission President to execute the document. A copy of this document is in Attachment book 15, page 15-020

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1st DAY OF APRIL, 2025

A motion was made by Commissioner Jamie Grant, seconded by Commissioner Johnny Grant, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolutions was passed and adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following resolutions were passed and adopted: 

To Authorize a contract with Ridgeline Roofing and Restoration – Birmingham for roof replacement at the Etowah County Board of Education in the amount of $77,350, with any additional decking replacement to be billed at $60 per sheet, and to authorize the CAO to execute the document.  A copy of this document is in Attachment book 15, page 15-021

[bookmark: _Hlk194405965]PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1ST DAY OF APRIL, 2025

A motion was made by Commissioner Johnny Grant, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolutions was passed and adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following resolutions were passed and adopted: 

To approve the following budget amendment for rood replacement at the Etowah County Board of Education Building, located at 401 Broad Street

Board of Education:
Increase - Building Additions and Renovations (001.58100-524)	$77,350
Decrease - Fund Balance (001.35900)					$77,350

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1ST DAY OF APRIL, 2025

A motion was made by Commissioner Inzer, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolutions was passed and adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION:  That the following resolutions were passed and adopted:

To approve the following budget amendment for 24 Overflow/EZ Mattress Beds:
Expense/Jail – Federal Inmates:
Increase - Cleaning and Janitorial Supplies (001.52210-216)		$7,560
Revenue:
Increase – Housing-Federal Prisoners (001.40000.45821-720)		$7,560

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1ST DAY OF APRIL, 2025

A motion was made by Commissioner Inzer, seconded by Commissioner Jamie Grant, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolutions was passed and adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following resolutions were passed and adopted:

To approve the following budget amendment for the Gas Tax Fund, with the effective date of 3/31/2025. This is for the purchase of six 2025 Kenworth Dump Trucks and the sale of six 2024 Kenworth Dump Trucks, one 2008 GMC C7500 Flatbed Dump Truck, one 2003 Freightliner FL70 Asphalt Distributor Dump Truck, and one 2015 Promac BT Felling Saw that fit a Cat M320 Excavator:
Expense:
Increase – Construction Equipment (111.53100-561) 			$1,370,162

Revenue:
Increase – Sale of Capital Assets (111.61210-000)			$1,247,905
                  	  Sale of Equipment/Scrap (111.40000.47380-730)		$3,255

Fund Balance:
Decrease – Fund Balance (111.35900)				$119,002

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1ST DAY OF APRIL, 2025

A motion was made by Commissioner Johnny Grant, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members present voting “yes”, the following resolutions was passed and adopted: 

BE IS RESOLVED BY THE ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION: That the following resolutions were passed and adopted: 

To approve the following budget amendment for a hydraulic cadaver lift for the Coroner’s Office that is being reimbursed from Community Development Funds. 
	Expense: 
		Increase – Equipment Below Threshold (001.52400-471)		$6,650
	Revenue:
		Increase – Other Revenues (001.40000.47900-000)			$6,650

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 1ST DAY OF APRIL, 2025

REPORTS FROM THE STAFF

Chief Administrative Officer 
County Engineer 
County Attorney
Other 


DISCUSSION BY COMMISSIONERS:

Commissioner Johnny Grant was grateful for this hiring at the animal shelter.  We’ve has a lot of animal control calls lately.  
Commissioner Jamie Grant remarked we had a good discussion today but we need to stay focused on the end result.  
Commissioner Ramsey also appreciates the discussion.  
Commissioner Washington thanked everyone for being here.  
Commissioner Inzer thanked the Sheriff’s office for looking out for our community.  
Commissioner Statum appreciates the discussion. 



ADJOURN: The Chair then entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Upon motion from Commissioner Jamie Grant, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, with all other members voting “yes”, the motion was passed. The meeting was adjourned at 10:07 am.
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	Craig Inzer, Jr., Commissioner, District 6



