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DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

WILDLIFE AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES DIVISION 
 

FRESHWATER FISHING LICENSE 
Valid: Sept 1 – Aug 31 

Resident 

 
 
LICENSE HOLDER:  all information is required.                                  PRINT OR TYPE ONLY INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED 

 
Name:   ____________________________________________________________    

 
(1)Social Security #: - -    Driver’s License # __________________  

 
Date of Birth:     email:  __________________________________  

 
Address:  __________________________________________________________  

 
City:     County:     State:    Zip: _______  

 
Phone: Hm      Wk     Cl  ______________  

 
** Enter Hunter Education ID Number:     ______________________________________ 

 
 

                Check Type License Needed 

*Freshwater Annual $  12.00    [    ]        Saltwater Annual         $  21.00    [    ] 

       Saltwater 7-Day Trip      $    9.00    [    ]           
       Trip Start Date ___________ 
   
*   License includes privileges of the Wildlife Heritage License.  This  license includes: fishing in freshwater 
statewide with hook and line from the bank; fishing in WFF operated Public Fishing Lakes (daily lake permits 
required); hunting small game, except waterfowl, on WFF Wildlife Management Area (WMA map/permit required); 
and shooting on WFF managed shooting ranges.  
 
** UTILIZING THE HUNTING PRIVILEGES WILL REQUIRE A HUNTER EDUCATION ID NUMBER. 
Applications without HUNTER EDUCATION ID NUMBER will result in ‘supervision required’ status for 
hunting privileges. 
 
Submit: (1) completed application, (2) check or money order, and (3) copy of driver’s license to: Dept. 
of Conservation and Natural Resources, Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Div., Attn: License Sales,  PO  
Box 301456,  Montgomery, AL   36130-1456, or  by walk-in or express  mail requests: 64 N Union Street, Ste 
567, 36104.  Questions: (334) 242-3465 or joeanne.stjohn@dcnr.alabama.gov  
  
License can also be issued by any WFF District Office, County Probate Office/License Commissioner, 
local agents (which includes most sporting good and bait & tackle shops in Alabama), our website 
www.outdooralabama.com or by calling 1-888-848-6887. 
 
 

 
Applicant’s Signature:  ______________________________  Date:  _____________ 
 

Check to be: [   ] excluded from DCNR email updates and [  ] excluded from list sold by DCNR. If blank, you will be included. 
 

Sex:  Male 
 

Female 

Wt. 

Ht.:  

Eyes:  

Hair: 

 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

 

License Number:  _____________________________________  Amount Received:  _________ Date Issued:  ______________ 
 

(1)DCNR IS NOW REQUIRED BY SECTION 30-3-194(A) CODE OF ALABAMA 1975 TO COLLECT 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS ON ALL RECREATIONAL LICENSES BEING ISSUED/RENEWED. 

mailto:joeanne.stjohn@dcnr.alabama.gov
http://www.outdooralabama.com/
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Freshwater Fishing – Resident 
 

Code of Alabama  www.legislature.state.al.us 
   

Section 9-11-53 RESIDENT LICENSE - FRESHWATER FISHING 
(a) Any person who has been a bona fide resident of this state for a period of not less than 90 days next 

preceding and who is age 16 or older, but who has not yet reached the age of 65, shall not take, catch, 
kill or attempt to take, catch, or kill any fish in any of the waters of this state above that line defined in 
Rule 220-2-.42 (1) of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources as published in the 
Alabama Administrative Code, as well as below that line in any of the ponds or lakes containing 
freshwater fish, subject to the exceptions contained herein, by any means, except designated 
commercial fishing gear and wire baskets, expressly allowed by law or regulation without first 
procuring an Annual Resident Freshwater Fishing License and paying therefor the sum of eleven 
dollars ($11), plus a one dollar ($1) issuance fee, which fees shall be subject to adjustment as provided 
for in Section 2 of the act adding this language; provided, however, that U.S. military veterans 
otherwise meeting the requirements of this section who are certified by the U.S. Veterans 
Administration as 20 percent or more disabled shall be entitled to purchase an alternative license to the 
annual resident freshwater fishing license to be known as the Disabled Military Veterans Appreciation 
Fishing License for a license fee of two dollars ($2) plus a one dollar ($1) issuance fee. All persons 
making application for the license provided for in this section shall present a valid Alabama driver's 
license or in the case of nondrivers proof of permanent residence. All licenses required by this section 
shall bear the Alabama driver's license number of the licensee, except in the case of nondrivers and 
active duty military personnel stationed in Alabama and their spouses and dependents who reside with 
them, and all licenses shall bear proof of residence as required by the Commissioner of Conservation 
and Natural Resources. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a member of the United States military 
stationed in Alabama on active duty, and his or her spouse and their dependents who reside with them, 
shall be deemed an Alabama resident for the purpose of procuring this license. Active duty military 
personnel stationed in Alabama and their spouses and dependents who reside with them shall provide 
military orders that assign them to Alabama. These licenses shall be issued in the manner and under 
the conditions, limitations, and exemptions as expressly provided for in this section. Persons obtaining 
the annual resident freshwater fishing license shall also be entitled to all of the privileges of the 
wildlife heritage license. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any resident 64 years of age procuring a resident 
freshwater fishing license pursuant to this section shall be issued the license on a lifetime basis. 
License fees from the sale of a lifetime license pursuant to this subsection to a resident age 64 shall be 
deposited to the credit of the Alabama Game and Fish Endowment Fund within the Game and Fish 
Fund. 

(c) A fishing license shall not be transferable, and it shall be unlawful to borrow, lend, or alter any fishing 
license, or for any license-issuing officer to falsify any license at the time of issuing the license. A 
violation of this subsection shall constitute a Class B misdemeanor punishable as provided by law. 

(d) Any citizen of this state who is entitled to purchase a fishing license as provided for in this section 
may procure a license by applying to any judge of probate, license commissioner, or other persons 
authorized and designated to issue fishing licenses, stating his or her name, age, place of residence, 
and post office address, and paying to the issuing officer the amount required in this section for the 
license. Judges of probate, license commissioners, or other persons authorized and designated to issue 
fishing licenses shall be entitled to the issuance fee set out herein for each license so issued, which fee 
shall be in addition to the amount designated in this section as the cost of the license. All fees collected 
by any judge of probate or license commissioner who is paid a salary for the performance of his or her 
duties shall be paid into the county treasury to the credit of the appropriate fund. 

(e) All persons under the age of 16 years shall be exempted from the requirement of procuring a license. 
Any resident of this state 65 years of age and older shall be exempted from the requirement of 
procuring a fishing license as provided for in this section, provided that the resident has on his or her 
person while fishing, a valid Alabama driver's license, or, in the case of nondrivers, proof of 
permanent Alabama residence and age. 
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(f) Every person who obtains an annual resident freshwater fishing license without presenting a valid 
Alabama driver's license or in the case of nondrivers proof of permanent residence, or who provides 
any false information in the process of procuring the license, shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor 
punishable as provided by law. 

(g) The licenses required by this section shall not apply to a resident of this state on active military duty 
who is in this state on leave and who has proof of that status in his or her possession, nor to any person 
who fishes in a private pond. The license required by this section shall not apply to any person fishing 
from the bank with an ordinary hook and line in his or her county of residence. A person who fishes 
from the bank with ordinary hook and line in his or her own county of residence shall be required to 
have on his or her person, while so fishing, a reasonable proof of residency in the county. In addition, 
the licenses required by this section shall not apply to persons exempt from fishing license 
requirements while fishing at commercial fee fishing ponds pursuant to the provisions of Article 17 of 
this chapter. 

(h) The revenue derived from the sale of the license provided for in this section shall be remitted to the 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources on the first day of each month by the issuing 
officer and shall be deposited into the State Treasury to the credit of the Game and Fish Fund and shall 
be used in the construction, maintenance, development, and supervision of public fishing lakes, for the 
purchase of lands to be used for public landings on public streams and for the development, protection, 
propagation, and distribution of fish and wildlife of this state. 

(i) Except as otherwise provided in this section, any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars 
($50) nor more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) for each offense. 

(j) There shall be provided on the license form for the licenses provided for in this section a check-off 
option whereby the licensee may voluntarily choose to donate an additional one dollar ($1) to the 
Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries for the purposes of research on fisheries and aquatic 
habitat as approved by the Conservation Advisory Board. 

Section 9-11-82 GAME FISH DESIGNATED. 
 

For the purposes of this title the following shall be considered game fish: largemouth and smallmouth 
black bass, commonly called trout or green trout; bream, crappie or perch and all other members of the 
sunfish family, including rock bass or goggle eye, calico bass, warmouth, redbreast, white perch, speckled 
perch, bluegill and copper nose; walleye pike, sauger or jack salmon, jack fish or pickerel and all other 
members of the pickerel and pike families; and white lake bass, commonly called striped bass, yellow 
bass and other members of the bass family; also, the saltwater striped bass or rock fish when taken in 
fresh water. 

Section 9-11-87 MEANS OF CATCHING GAME FISH GENERALLY. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch or kill or attempt to take, catch or kill any game fish by 
any other means than ordinary hook and line, artificial lure, troll or spinner in any of the public waters of 
this state. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, on 
conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00. 
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